University of South Florida

Scholar Commons
Newspaper collection

The Weekly Challenger

2013-05-09

The Weekly Challenger : 2013 : 05 : 09
The Weekly Challenger, et al

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarcommons.usf.edu/challenger

Recommended Citation
The Weekly Challenger, et al, "The Weekly Challenger : 2013 : 05 : 09" (2013). Newspaper collection. 227.
https://scholarcommons.usf.edu/challenger/227

This is brought to you for free and open access by the The Weekly Challenger at Scholar Commons. It has been
accepted for inclusion in Newspaper collection by an authorized administrator of Scholar Commons. For more
information, please contact scholarcommons@usf.edu.

2 OPINION Ali’s legacy

4 COMMUNITY: Glover in Tampa

6 COMMUNITY: Great golf

7 COMMUNITY Local loss

The Weekly Challenger












from The Weekly Challenger

Mother’s
Day this
Sunday

House of
men stand
firm

(TriceEdneyWire.com)
— As young as 5 years old,
Twan Woods would wake up
at night and hear his mother
having a seizure. He would
know exactly what to do. He
would run into her bedroom,
hold her, put a cold rag in her
mouth, comfort her and keep
her from falling until it was
over.
“My mom, she’s a sick
lady. She’s like, handicapped;
she’s been like that all her
life,” said the 37 year old who
grew up in Ward 8, a crimeridden section of South East
Washington, D.C.
Despite the hardships, his
mother, whom he identified as
Francine Ward, raised him
and his younger brother the
best she could - with love and
wisdom.
“She couldn’t come out
and chase behind me as I was
growing up. She couldn’t even
teach me how to go to school
and how to become a man,
but one thing she did teach
me was to depend on the
Lord. She put the Bible scrip-

BY JOYCE NANETTE
JOHNSON

See MOM, page 3

On Sunday, May 6,
Kiona Daniels
celebrated her
Grandmother Ella’s 98th
birthday. This weekend,
she will join millions
across the nation in
celebration of Mother’s
Day, May 12.

Staff Writer

L-R, Bonnie Davis, Joyce Thornton and Cynthia Jolliff-Johnson
show off their hats at the Run for the Roses Gala last Saturday.


BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The who’s who of St. Pete
society gathered at the Historic Rutland-Farley Estate
in south St. Petersburg last
Saturday in an effort to
raise money for local charities and to enjoy the competition of the Kentucky
Derby.
A light rain sprinkled

expansive
the
over
grounds misting the luscious landscape at probably one of the most
breathtaking homes on the
bayou. Complete with a
spectacular view of the bay,
St. Peter’s elite donned
their best suits, their most
fabulous dresses and
headed out to celebrate the
second Run for the Roses
Gala, sponsored by the St.
Petersburg Chapter of the

Links.
The Links, Incorporated is a national organization dedicated to service
throughout communities
in need. Made up of particularly African-American
women, their goal is to promote and engage in educational and intercultural
activities in an effort to enrich the lives of its members and the community.
And the St. Petersburg

Chapter is doing just that.
The soiree featured delicious food from thoroughbred pie to mint juleps,
along with the traditional
southern fare of barbeque
chicken, macaroni and
cheese and potato salad. As
residents made their way
through the menu, they
mixed and mingled partaking in the varied events
See DERBY, page 7

NCNW Founder’s
Day Luncheon
BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Members of the National
Council of Negro Women
joined together Saturday at
Isla Del Sol Yacht and
Country Club, located at
6000 Sun Blvd. W., to celebrate significant and important milestones among

See MEN, page 4

sisters in the African-American community.
A group of distinguished women conversed
around tables draped with
white linen awaiting a lunch
of baked chicken and wild
rice. Outside, the gulf’s
waves rocked the yachts
tethered to the dock. The
See NCNW, page 5

ST. PETERSBURG —
Alton Edwards and his
brother Earl defy the negative stereotypes of AfricanAmerican men being
absent from their children’s lives or not being
positive role models. They
are raising three young
men who are excelling in
life and achieving academic
success in one of the most
crime and drug infested
neighborhoods in St. Petersburg.
Their family unit of father, uncle and three boys
is inimitable and is
strengthened by the love
and principles that were
passed on from the matriarch of the family, the late
Willie Ann Edwards. Her
principles were ingrained
in her sons, Alton and Earl,
and it is those same life lessons that are being passed
on to her grandsons.
Alton has three sons
that are on the threshold of
success: Alton Jr., attending
Florida A&M University,
Vancent, who is graduating
from Gibbs High this year
and will be attending St. Petersburg College and Anthony, who is enrolled in
the ROTC program.
Anthony is enthusiastic
about being in ROTC because he feels that it has
given him leadership skills

President of NCNW Angela Rouson

Vancent and Earl
Edwards


   

Tony & Nello's
Southern Italian Cuisine & Grille
(formerly JOJO'S PIZZA)
has been serving Tierra Verde
and St. Pete Beach for more
than 30 years. We offer
authentic southern Italian food.
We specialize in wood-fired
brick oven pizza.

Dine In or
Carry Out!
Catering service is available.

1136 Pinellas Bayway S.
St. Petersburg, FL 33715
www.tonyandnellos.com

    
   
Over 34 Years in Tampa Bay
Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring
Plumbing • Windows• Roofing
Soffit & Fascia Cabinets• Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation
Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478
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OPINIONS
The Hip Hop dilemma

BY JINEEA BUTLER
NNPA Columnist

I call it The Hip Hop
Dilemma. The symptoms
are all around us. You hate
the new direction Hip Hop
is going in and you hate
that the young boys are
wearing tight jeans. Still,
Hip Hop has a tremendous
pull, something that you
can’t ignore.
And if it’s a dilemma for
our younger generation,
imagine what it’s like for
adults. Ask your mother or
aunt what is their dilemma
with Hip Hop and the question will ignite a long,
drawn out conversation because in some way or an-

other Hip Hop bothers
them. Deeply.
I am writing this column, in part, because I
want to help bridge the
generation gap in our community. Just because our
elders don’t like our music
– and will admit that their
elders didn’t like what they
were playing when they
were growing up – doesn’t
mean I have to ascribe negative motives to them or
they to us.
Civil Rights leaders just
want us to use our power
wisely and remember the
battles from which we
came. At the same time, the
Hip Hop pioneers and legends just want to be recognized for their greatness
and they want the true
meaning of Hip Hop to be
appreciated by all age
groups.
True Hip Hop artists
and fans have been preparing for the day real Hip Hop
returns. In the meantime, a
new school of young people
are making their own way,
making their own rules
with the power that has

been prematurely handed
to them.
What is Hip Hop?
If you ask most, it’s
music gone wild. But it’s
more than that. This art
form represents a way of
communicating – an attitude, a position, a swag, life
lived freely. When people
talk about Hip Hop, they
say it’s a youth movement.
This is our first dilemma.
Hip Hop will be 39 years
old this year (it began August 11, 1973). That was
the age of Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. when he
was assassinated in Memphis.
More than half of
African Americans were
born after Dr. King gave his
“I Have a Dream” speech at
March on Washington.
That was nearly 50 years
ago! Instead of teaching the
younger generation, some
elders have left the youth to
their own devices, expecting them to absorb the lessons of their movement
without providing the
needed guidance.
Consequently, some of

our artists make missteps –
Lil Wayne denigration of
Emmitt Till is one example
– because our music legends are not spending
enough time with younger
artists.
Who should be leading
them?
Logically, legends such
as Afrika Bambataa, Kool
Herc, Grand Master Caz,
Pebblee Poo, Roxanne
Shante and Kangol Kid
should be schooling the
young people on respectful
content, situations to avoid
and direction. The Tru
School artists like Big
Daddy Kane, Rakim, KRSONE, Del La Soul Brand
Nubian, and Monie Love
should be the body of
A&R’s who are nurturing
the music we know and
love at the record labels
and the radio stations.
Young people naturally
look to their elders for direction, but what do they
see? Do they see someone
they want to model themselves after? They don’t see
benefit and prosperity in
what their parents are

telling them? Or, do they
see broken homes and gun
shots? They can’t help but
see the legends trying to
get back in the game, the
real Hip Hop heads fighting
the power, and no one with
solutions.
Where else can you
have a job making $300 million with no educational requirements,
no
drug
testing, no prior experience
and your only responsibility is to come up with a
slick line that everybody in
the hood will repeat.
Hip Hop teaches them
they can stay true to themselves and represent who
they are in the streets. The
street is the place where
they feel most comfortable
because the streets are real
with them; the streets don’t
lie; the streets give them
experiences that are relevant to the world they are
growing up in. The schools
are not teaching at the pace
and in the language that
these young people are
learning and absorbing information. So Hip Hop
music becomes their outlet

like generations before but
today there is no agenda,
no demand for progress.
We therefore render
our entire community defenseless when we allow
major entities to use the
power of money to entice
our young people with a
false sense of reality. We
are fed images that represent attitudes and personalities of cookie cutter artists
who have no vision, who
have no morals and who
have no idea what kind of
damage they are causing.
These artists, corporations,
and record labels have access to the minds and ears
of our most precious cargo.
When we don’t step in and
protect our children from
harm in any form, we ourselves are an accessory to
the crime.
This conversation will
be continued next week.
Jineea Butler, founder of
the Social Services of Hip
Hop and the Hip Hop
Union, can be reached at jineea@gmail.com or Tweet
her at @flygirlladay.

art.
Ali also made it clear to
the entire world that he
knew he was good looking
and talented and he came
from a race of African people that were also beautiful
and talented. He was loud,
arrogant, proud and confident. He was all of these
character values that the
white man worked so hard
for us not to think in those
terms.
He was the golden
glove champion and he
boosted about becoming
the greatest boxer of all
time. Ali did not care for
any of the vanities of the
white world. He was no
Floyd Patterson or Joe
Louis; he did not sugar coat
the ill treatment this country subjected his people
too.
Ali said what he meant
and he meant what he said;
he said it loud so as there
was no misunderstanding
where he was coming from
These were qualities the

white man was not use to
seeing or hearing black
people exhibit, and they
certainly wanted it to stop.
As much as they hated
Sonny Liston, they needed
him now. They needed him
to crush Ali. He was not
only embarrassing to white
folks, he was embarrassing
a large portion of the black
community.
For the established political power brokers at that
time, it had nothing to do
with boxing but everything
to do with keeping blacks
in their place. Unfortunately this was another
time when members of the
black community chose to
take on the frustrations of
their oppressor.
My dad wanted Liston
to beat Ali up and shut his
mouth; and when it did not
happen, I was too afraid of
my dad’s anger at Listons’
lost to express my joy at
Ali’s victory.
Most of us know today
that Ali, because of his op-

position to the Vietnam
conflict and his reluctance
to join the military, he was
stripped of his titles and
was not allowed to box in
the United States and other
American territories. This
is another example of those
power brokers attempt to
make an example out of
him.
Again it had nothing to
do with him not joining the
military or his objections to
the war; it was all about
keeping the black giant
(the Africans in America)
asleep.
Ali may not have awakened the black giant, but
for certain has gotten the
giant yawning. He did so
much to bridge the generation gap. For he and others
knew that as the generation
gap widens, our culture is
being comprised and
there’s nothing we will be
able to do about it.
Ali and all the demonstrations and the emergence
of
student

organizations, black power
groups, civil rights organizations and many more
came together to fight for
human rights.
The turmoil of the
1960s woke a lot of Negros
up and closed the political
generation gap a little.
They realized that there
was nothing they could do
to get the white man to accept them as equals.

Ali’s true legacy

BY JONATHAN SCOTT

I remember as a kid my
father would often say, “I
don’t want a nigger doing
anything for me. When my
car breaks down I will take
it to the white man.” What
the white man didn’t like
the Negro did not like. A
prime example of this is the
Sonny Liston/Muhammad
Ali fiasco.
During that period of
the late 1950s through
nearly the end of the Vietnam debacle, it was commonly understood that the
American and European

white man could not stand
the sight of Sonny Liston.
Not only was he big, black,
and by white standards, he
was ugly. But the two
things that perpetuated this
hatred toward Sonny Listen
are that he loved white
women and he was the
heavyweight champion of
the world. They hated him
and they wanted someone
to put him in his place,
preferably a white man.
When Ali came on the
scene, he posed a different
problem for the white man.
Here was a black man that
was not afraid to speak his
mind. He was good and he
knew it.
He was blessed with the
gift of gab and he used it to
the fullest extent. He was
an artist, had a sense of wit
that would make you laugh
while at the same time
make you think about what
was actually said. He was a
natural poet and one of the
few poets during that time
that would personify his

Today most Africans in
America understand that it
is not about them accepting
us as equals, it is about
them respecting our inherent right to live without persecution. We get respect
when we learn to teach,
nurture, protect and provide for our own kind.
Ali and other reenergize
a dying love for self and
community and once again
we walk with our heads up,
knowing the direction we
are going and what we are
going to do when we get
there. That’s power!
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COMMUNITY NEWS
America celebrates Mother’s Day this Sunday
LEGAL NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR STATEMENTS OF QUALIFICATIONS
(RFQ) FOR CONSTRUCTION MANAGER AT RISK SERVICES

From MOM, page 1

tures in me. When I was
younger I didn’t want to hear
it. But it was in me; so when I
got older I had that to fall
back on. She gave me the
Word.”
This week, millions of
men, women, boys and girls
are asking that same question and preparing to pay respects to their mothers and
the motherly figures in their
lives. In various interviews,
some discussed their most
touching memories and
most important lessons.
When Kiona Daniels was
only 16 years old, her mother
was killed in a car accident.
Her grandmother, Ella, took
over the mothering. But, having been raised until the age
of 16 in a household with
three matriarchs — her
mother, grandmother and
great grandmother, she had
a triple dose of love that most
people have not experienced.
“In retrospect, I think it
had a huge impact on just developing me with a foundational basis of who I have
become as a woman; especially as it pertains to relationships,” said Daniels, who was
set to receive an executive
Master’s Degree in Public
Administration from American University this weekend.
“Oddly enough, you
wouldn’t think that two very
older women would have an
impact on me from a relationship standpoint,” but they
taught by example, she said.
“My grandmother, Ella,
she was just a loving, caring
wife and had her own independence and had her own
identity. And, so, just having
my own identity in a relationship and having my own independence
financially

without any reliance or dependence on a dating partner
was something that I took
from my grandmother a
great deal. That was one of
her main things: ‘Never depend on anyone. Always
have your own,’” she quoted
her grandmother, now 98
years old.
Mother’s Day, like many
holidays, is overshadowed by
consumer-driven advertisement. Therefore, some
struggle to enjoy the real
meaning of the day set aside
to honor the one who gave
words of wisdom, nursed injuries, wiped away tears,
cooked favorite meals and
often sacrificed her own desires for her family’s.
Yet, this Sunday, many
mother’s hearts will be
touched with the simplicity of
love demonstrated by macaroni art projects from elementary
schools
and
oversized cups with huge lettering designating her as the
“World’s Greatest Mom.”
Patricia Dillard eloquently recalls the love of her
mother during a time when
African Americans still struggled amidst Jim Crow and
racial segregation.
“I was about my granddaughter’s age (3-4 years
old) and it was the late 1940s
in Sweetbriar, Va., where my
father worked as a cook and
my mother did domestic
housework at Sweetbriar
College, an all girls’ college,”
she recalled. “The people she
worked for gave her a porcelain doll as a gift. When my
mother came home from
work that day she said to me
there was something in the
car for me.
“It was raining and I ran

to the back seat of the car out
in the garage and there it was
this big beautiful baby porcelain doll. I felt so special that
she gave something so precious that was meant for her
to me. And I still have it. I
think of the sacrifices my parents made to make sure I
was happy, and how I appreciated this doll.”
Connie Danquah 23, a
physical therapy student at
Howard University, giggles
as she recalls her mom’s
dedication to her after leaving a job working long hours
in New York City.
“I was about 6,” Danquah
recalled. “She quit her job
and relocated to a position
closer to home that was less
demanding because she
wanted to be around. She
picked me up from school
and took me to all my extracurricular activities. We
got to do all the girly stuff together; she dressed me up in
big flowery dresses and enrolled me in tap and ballet. I
felt like she was more excited
than I was. I think it was
something she always
wanted to do when she was
little but due to family finances probably never got
the chance.”
The veil of innocence
causes most children to be
oblivious to the love and caregiving received from their
parents. It isn’t until later in
life, most commonly after
people have children of their
own, that they really understand the strength and selflessness necessary to raise a
child.
But, most people agree
that regardless of who anyone considers mom, there is
nothing like a mother’s love.

PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT FOLLOWING PROCEDURES OF THE CONSULTANTS’
COMPETITIVE NEGOTIATION ACT, PURSUANT TO SECTION 1013.45(c), FLORIDA
STATUTES, AND PURSUANT TO THE PROCEDURES SET FORTH IN SECTION 287.055,
FLORIDA STATUTES
RFQ #SPC 1707-G-11-16 Construction Manager at Risk Services,
Construct Midtown Center, Site 16
The Board of Trustees of St. Petersburg College announces Construction Manager at Risk Services
will be required by qualified Construction Management firms in the State of Florida to provide
pre-design activities, design phase, bid and award phase, construction phase and minimum
One-year Warranty for the following:
To provide complete Construction Manager at Risk services to Construct Midtown Center,
Site 16. Construction services to be provided may include, but not be limited to: heating,
ventilation and air-conditioning (HVAC); roofing; civil; site development; waterproofing;
parking and landscaping; classrooms; laboratories; offices; general construction; and related
support service areas. The square footage is anticipated to be approximately 45,000 square
feet encompassing a three story building. All projects are intended to be completed in
accordance with college standards including but not limited to “sustainable” design standards.
Total estimated value of project: $10,000,000
Applicants for the project must apply in writing for consideration. Interested Construction
Manager at Risk firms must submit the information required by the Request for Statements of
Qualifications (RFQ) application packet, which includes, but is not limited to:
1) the company’s history, structure, personnel, licenses, and experience;
2) related projects similar in scope or amount completed by the company, including name of
client or its representative;
3) financial information such as balance sheet and statement of operations;
4) project management, scheduling, and cost control systems the company uses for similar
projects;
5) proposed local and minority business involvement in the project;
6) cost control and value engineering techniques;
7) and description of litigation, major disputes, contract defaults and liens in the last five (5)
years.
The application process will also include:
8) a mandatory pre-submission conference for any firm interested in being considered for the
required services;
9) an interview and/or presentation with the three (3) to five (5) shortlisted firms;
10) and confirmation of references.
All interested applicants will also understand and agree to the following minimum project
requirements as set forth in the RFQ:
1) Construction schedule to allow issuance of Substantial Completion and Certificate of
Occupancy in October 2014;
2) Bonding capacity based on project amount stated above;
3) Early bid package provision for building structural systems at 75% Construction
Documents;
4) LEED Certification in accordance with §255.2575 F.S.; and
5) Utilization plan for subcontractors to maximize the use of local and Minority Business
Enterprises (Certified in Accordance with §287.0943 F.S.).
All Construction Manager at Risk firms interested in being considered for selection must obtain
the RFQ packet from the College Purchasing website: www.spcollege.edu/purchasing. RFQs are
expected to be made available on Monday, May 6, 2013. All firms interested in being considered
for selection must also attend a mandatory pre-submission conference on Monday, May 13,
2013, at 10:00am at the St. Petersburg College District Office, room 143, 6021 142nd Avenue
North, Clearwater, FL 33760. (Note: no Statements of Qualifications will be accepted by the
College prior to the conference.) Questions concerning the RFQ process and the required services
will be addressed at the conference. Following the conference, any remaining questions must be
sent in writing to Jim Waechter, Associate Vice President, Facilities Planning and Institutional
Services at Waechter.Jim@spcollege.edu. All questions submitted after the conference must be
submitted no later than 3:00 p.m., Wednesday, May 22, 2013 to obtain a response. All responses to questions submitted after the conference will be posted to the College Purchasing website. Firms interested in being considered for selection must email an electronic (PDF) copy of
their Statement of Qualifications to Waechter.Jim@spcollege.edu, or mail a thumb drive or Compact Disc (CD) containing their Statement of Qualifications to Jim Waechter, Associate Vice President, Facilities Planning and Institutional Services, St. Petersburg College, P.O. Box 13489, St.
Petersburg, FL 33733, or hand deliver a thumb drive or CD containing their Statement of Qualifications to Jim Waechter, Associate Vice President, Facilities Planning and Institutional Services,
14025 58th Street North, Suite 250, Clearwater, Florida 33760. Statements of Qualifications must
be received by the College no later than 3 p.m., Wednesday, May 29, 2013 to be considered
for selection. The College will not be responsible for late submissions or delays in delivery.
Following review of the Statements of Qualifications by the Construction Manager at Risk
Screening Committee, three (3) to five (5) shortlisted firms will be asked to interview with the
Construction Manager at Risk Selection Team (tentatively) on Tuesday, June 4, 2013 and/or on
Wednesday, June 5, 2013. Any addendum to the RFQ will be submitted electronically through
the College Purchasing website. Interested firms are encouraged to check this site often to ensure
attainment of the most recent updates. An award is expected to be announced following the
College Board of Trustees meeting on June 18, 2013.
By order of the Board of Trustees of St. Petersburg College
St. Petersburg College is an Equal Access/Equal Opportunity Employer

PINELLAS HIGH SCHOOL CLASS OF 1963
50TH CLASS REUNION! COME AND CELEBRATE
WITH YOUR CLASSMATES!
Members of the Class of 1963 who attended Pinellas High
School in Clearwater will celebrate its 50th year reunion. Events are scheduled for Fri.-Sun., June 7-9. Some classmates could not be reached, so if you
have not been contacted, please call Annie Elliott Gardner 727-581-6361 or
Janie Perkins Williams 727-623-8646. We look forward to hearing from you.

BE SURE TO
CHECK OUT
OUR ‘WEBSITE!
TheWeeklyChallenger.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
GED 2014: Understand the change
PINELLAS COUNTY —
In an effort to prepare
diploma receivers for college
and a changing workforce,
the agency responsible for
administering the General
Educational Development
(GED) exam, has upgraded
the test and how it will be administered. The changes will
take effect January 1, 2014.
It is the first change in the
test’s content since 2002. All
students currently seeking a
GED must have taken and
passed all five content areas
(literacy, mathematics, science, social studies and writing) tests before December
2013. If test have not been
completed by that time, the
student must start the entire
test taking process over, adhering to the new more rigorous standards.
To help facilitate this
change, Pinellas County
Schools (PCS) will stop administering the current test
to first time takers in November 2013.
“It is very important to
finish now,” said Laura Sargent, the PCS Managing Officer for Adult Education.
“The new test will be a lot
more rigorous and completely different.”
Here is what you should
know about the GED change:
How will the new test
look different? In addition to
measuring a student’s high
school equivalency, the GED
2014 test will assess a student’s college and careerreadiness performance level.
The test will include multiple
choice, short-answers, fill in

the blank and essay questions.
What standards are being
used to create the content of
the new test? In 2010, the
Florida Board of Education
adopted the Common Core
State Standards for critical
subjects. These national standards define the knowledge
and skills students should
have within their K-12 education careers so that they will
graduate high school able to
succeed in entry-level, creditbearing academic college
courses and in workforce
training programs.
Will I be able take the test
using a paper book and a pencil? No. All tests will be administered via the computer.
There are no exceptions to
this new requirement. In addition, all registration for the
test must be done via the
computer. The 40 GED testing centers in the Pinellas
County will close and PCS is
spending more than $200,000
to create two testing rooms.
There will be a testing room
at each Pinellas Technical Education Center (pTEC) campus. The Clearwater pTEC

testing room will have 35
computers and St. Petersburg site will have 60-70 computers.
Can I still attend one of
the county’s eight adult education centers to prepare for
the new GED assessment?
Yes.
Will the cost of the test
change? Yes. It’s now $70 to
take the GED test. That will
increase to approximately
$130 on Jan 2, 2014. Retakes
of certain sections will go
from $14 or $16 - $26.
How can I get more
information about the GED
program and the new standards? Information can be
obtained at the Pinellas
County Schools website
at
www.pcsb.org
or
www.gedtestingservice.com.
Or, call 727-588-6301.
Pinellas County leads the
state in the number of GED
diplomas earned with 2,028
awarded in 2011. Providing
educational alternatives is
part of the PCS overall vision
and mission of 100 percent
success in educating and
preparing each student for
college, careers and life.

Gibbs High School class of
1962 reunion
Gibbs High School
class of 1962 has finalized
plans for their 51st class
reunion. The Magnuson
Hotel Marina Cove, 6800
Sunshine Skyway Lane S.
in St. Petersburg will be
the center of most of the
activities. Weekend festivities will commence June
28 –30. Activities are: Fri.,
Get Re-acquainted Social 47 p.m.; Sat., Outing/Cookout Maximo Park 11–2
p.m.; Sat., banquet at the
hotel from 7-11 p.m.

Award-Winning Actor Danny
Glover in Tampa
TAMPA – The City of
Tampa Black History
Committee, Incorporated
(COTBHC) announces
that award-winning actor
Danny Glover will deliver
the keynote address during their Silver Anniversary Scholarship Gala.
The charitable black-tie
affair will take place on
Sat., May 25 from 7-10 p.m.
at the Wyndham Westshore, located at 700 N
Westshore Blvd, Tampa.
The Gala marks 25
years of the organization’s
efforts
to
showcase
Tampa’s rich culture and
heritage. Proceeds from
the Gala will benefit the
COTBHC
Scholarship
Fund which helps deserving high school seniors,
within
Hillsborough
County, to pursue higher
education at the college or
university of their choice.
Bay News 9 Morning
News Anchor Erica Riggins will be the mistress of
ceremonies for this year’s
event.
“Mr. Glover’s presence
at the Gala is an honor.
His genuine commitment
to community uplift enhances our ability to make
a difference in the life of a
student in need of encour-

agement and financial support,” Frank J. Crum,
COTBHC President.
Gala attendees will
enjoy an evening filled
with food and live music,
while having the opportunity to witness outstanding

high school graduates receive awards for their academic achievements.
For details about the
Gala, or to purchase tickets please call 813-274-7065
or visit www.cotbhc.org.

Breaking the stereotype
From MEN, page 1

L-R, Vancent, Alton and Anthony Edwards
that will help him get into
the Air Force. Vancent is
looking forward to graduation but he looks back to
give credit to his family
and others who made this
milestone possible.
“My grandmother was
the backbone of our family,” he stated. “My father
taught me to be respectful,
mannerly and to stand up
for who I am.”
Vancent also stated
that other family members
were instrumental in his
success including his father’s sisters who “always
wanted me to be the best
that I could,” and praised
his uncle Earl who he said
was supportive and took

the reins of running the
household when his
grandmother died.
There is one special relationship that Vancent revealed he shares with
Gwen Reese, district manager of the Professional
Opportunities Program
for Students, Inc. He has
been with the program
since its inception and said
that Reese is more like a
grandmother to him.
“Miss Reese taught me
major life and works skills
that I can use in the future.
Ms. Reese and I have a
bond.”
Uncle Earl is a man
that exudes confidence
and pride in himself and

his family.
“I think my mom
planted this seed and it
sprouted from there,” he
explained. He has tried to
instill in the boys that
they have to work for the
special things that they
want, while making sure
all of their basic necessities are provided for.
“Our upbringing was
close. If a cousin or uncle
had a need we all came together to work it out.
Family is everything,
without them you have
nothing,” confided Earl.
Alton Edwards’ life has
not always been successful. He has been incarcerated, but he says he has
fought those demons and
won. He got custody of
his boys over 10 years ago
and now even helps to
care for his great aunt, 79year-old Johnnie Lee Anderson.
The spirit of Willie Ann
Edwards still pulsates
within the family. “My
Mom was always there for
me,” Alton said. “She did
the right thing for us. I
wanted to do the right
thing for my kids. I have
so much love for my kids;
it’s as simple as that.”
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perfect setting to observe the
hard work and dedication of
the founders of the National
Council of Negro Women
(NCNW).
St. Petersburg NCNW
Metropolitan President Angela Rouson greeted attendees with a smile as the ladies
of the afternoon embarked on
a journey celebrating the
legacy and rich heritage associated with the NCNW. And
as members listened and rejoiced to the inspirational
words of Reverend Cokeisha
Bailey Robinson of the Concord Church in Dallas, they
solidified their bond, standing
united in their mission for the
future.
“We praise God for
women that are bridge
builders,” exclaimed keynote
speaker Robinson as she informed those at the luncheon
of the nearly four million
women that have been
touched in some capacity by
the NCNW. “Sounds like
some fruit is being produced
from this organization.”
Currently the council operates nearly 20 projects, from
AIDS education and prevention to international development work in Africa. With its
headquarters in Washington,
D.C. and two field offices in
New York City and Atlanta, as
well as regional offices in
Senegal and Zimbabwe, the
NCNW has a huge following
and is increasing in numbers
daily.
The National Council of
Negro Women was founded
in 1935 by Mary McLeod
Bethune. A child of former
slaves, Bethune became
known as a distinguished educator and a consultant on
government matters. But the
African American voice, particularly that of women, was
hushed during that time period so she embarked on a
lifelong mission to provide
peaceful solutions to improve
opportunities and the quality
of life for African-American
women and their communities.
On a local level, Fannye
Ayer Ponder became the first
organizer and president of the
St. Petersburg Metropolitan
Section of the NCNW working closely with Bethune to
bring about change. Their
aim: to utilize the talent of
black women and channel it
in innovative programs and
vital human services.
“Do you remember a
leader who impacted your life
simply because they were
personal and personable,”
Robinson asked the crowd.
“Prove it,” she urged.
And with that the room
was alive with conversation.
Names of loved ones, past
professors, childhood friends

fondly remembered, their
names floating in the air, their
past deeds placing smiles on
the many faces around the
room.
“One of the things I admire most about this organization,” Robinson interrupted
bringing the conversation
back to the NCNW, “is the
fact that it has women who
are personal and personable.”
An idea that could revolutionize the world let alone a
founder’s day luncheon.
Robinson went on to discuss the need for more
women to stay true to their
gender and see the person
with whom they are interacting with, to impact lives in a
positive way, and to be physically present when offering
up assistance.
“Your mother, your grandmother, your Sunday school
teacher, they had hands on in
our lives,” she rationalized as
she reiterated the importance
of allowing accessibility when
it comes to dealing with others. She acknowledged the
women of NCNW as creating
a legacy that promotes sisterhood and the value of conversation.
“They’re a hands-on organization that understands in
order to change lives you
have to touch lives,” Robinson
explained. “You have to give
people a front row seat to the
heart of this organization.”
And in the present day
when people are rushed
more often than not, when a
computer is on the other end
of a phone versus the person
you really need to speak with,
building the bridge of sisterhood is even more vital and
Robinson is proud that the
legacy of the NCNW gives so
much more.
“As much as I love Facebook, our current culture has
begun to press upon us a desire to chat and to text and to
tweet,” she explained, “versus
calling and going to lunch and
spending time.”
Robinson blames the new
age of technology for distancing relationships and leading
the younger generation into
personal pitfalls where they
believe interacting via internet produces friendships with
strangers they’ve never met
before or spoken with face-toface.
But the principles of the
NCNW are still intact and
Robinson is excited and appreciative of the NCNW for
breathing new life into an organization nearly 80 years old,
praising their efforts to diversify where needed in order to
keep the foundations of the institution strong.
“When we think about
agents of change in our lives
we think about real life en-
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couragers,” she acknowledged. “I’m excited that today
people in this organization
have changed so that the
things you’re founded on will
never change.”
Robinson and the National Council of Negro
Women will continue to touch
the lives of women everywhere by continuing to cherish and enrich the lives of
African-American women
around the globe and bringing about progress by working toward a more cohesive

society.
The Founder’s Day celebration continued by recognizing six Bethune-Ponder
Achiever Honorees for their
contributions to the organization and the community. Congratulations to Vera Noble,
Thomas Whitlock, Louis
Murphy, Karah Crawford,
and Lewis Clowers who received the Founder’s Day Humanitarian Award along with
Signora Farris named the Sister of the Year for 2013.
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Parent Support for Education Council, Inc. in partnership
with The Weekly Challenger presents:

Parent of the Week Award
This award is not a contest; rather the purpose of the award is to celebrate
parental engagement in education by parents and caring adults. While encountering many challenges, these parents continue to be engaged in all aspects of their
children’s lives.

Carl and Lynn Gordon are the working parents of two beautiful children, who
strive to spend quality time with them. Regarding their seven- year-old daughter:
“We stay in contact with her teacher, go over homework, encourage reading and
awareness of her surroundings (i.e. pointing out things in nature, scenery, landscapes, etc.). She has a journal which we encourage her to use for writing in about
once per week.”
The Gordons are devout Christians that integrate Christian values in every
aspect of their children’s lives. What a blessing it is see parents including Jesus
Christ in their family!

Cora Redix is a grandparent
that has stepped up to the plate to
assist the working parents of her
grandchildren by actively supporting them in their activities. She and
her husband, Fred, always encourage their grandchildren to do their
best and continuously remind them
to represent themselves as “children of God.”
These grandparents consistently communicate with the
school via Portal (the school internet system) and attend the monthly
parent teachers meetings.
Wow! These grandparents are
fully engaged. Bless you Mr. and
Mrs. Redix!

Hey, we did it again!
BY AL WILLIAMS

GULFPORT - After 77
years of playing golf, the
last two winnings have
been as enjoyable and
pleasant as any of the others.
On April 28 at Rogers
Park in Tampa, we had the
Four Legends Tournament
with James Black, Charles
Owens, Jim Dent and
Calvin Peete. I put together
a super team such as Eddie
Smith - who was still in
high school during segregation, won the State
Championship three consecutive years. The other
players in my group were
James Jackson (Baby
James) who has developed
a reputation at Rogers Park
as a real comer. Both men,
who are employed at
Rogers Park, had to work
because of the tournament
that was going on.
Now being two men
short in my foursome, I
had to ask around to find
people to play on my team.
The two that I ended up
playing with were only 16
years old (A.J Liggins and
Norman Black) and I couldn’t have been more pleased
with their performance. I
started playing golf at the
age of 8 at Lakewood Country Club and of all my 77
years of golf, I hadn’t had a
more enjoyable time than
those 18 holes played at
Rogers Park.
To add more enjoyable
memories, this past weekend The Alpha Phi Alpha
Fraternity, which I have
been a member of well over
63 years, gave their annual
tournament at Pasadena
Country Club (I have also
been a member of this organization for approximately 15 years).
Once again I had to put
together a team other than
the one originally planned.

L-R, Hariam Kalif, Al Williams and Kameron Wolf.
Williams bought trophies for the kids even though
they did not officially win.

Junior Alphas
I ended up with three junior
players, all from the First
Tee program and I can
proudly say they all possessed the same golf skills
as the young ones from the
Four Golf Legends Tournament. Unfortunately, one of
the young people dropped
out leaving us a threesome
and in the end, our team
shot 63 - the lowest in the
tournament. Because the
AOA Fraternity let the junior players, Hariam Kalif
and Kameron Wolf play as
guest on my team (meaning they did not have to
pay), we could not win the
tournament that consisted
of people who had paid to
play - the winning team
shot 64.
All in all my time with
the young players has left
me amazed and astonished
by the level of golf these

Bill Corbin
young people are reaching.
I must admit I was worried
about the future of black
golf, but after these past
two weekends I can confidently say that golf is doing
well in the hands of
Tampa’s First Tee Program
and Rick Waltham and his
people in St. Pete. Everyone who was involved is to
be commended.

Looking forward to summer
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Staff Writer

As the school year ends, students begin to focus on the summer months ahead. For
parents, it means making another decision of juggling what their children may want and
knowing what’s best for them. We took a group of middle school students and asked the
question, “What are you looking forward to this summer?” Here are the responses of a
few of our youth.

Malik Allen
“This summer I’m looking
forward to a camp where
I get to study science,
math and reading so
when I come back to
school, I will be on the
top of my class.”

A bus service will be provided to the conference site on June 7-8 for only $10.00 for both
days. Pick-up will be at 8 a.m., leaving promptly at 8:15 a.m. from Gateway Christian Center,
4355 Central Ave., St. Petersburg. Please be sure to make your reservations prior to June 5
by calling 727-867-9445. Leave your name and phone number where you can be reached.
Return to Gateway Christian Center will be immediartely after the evening sessions.

Johntavious Johnson
“This summer I’m looking
forward to a baseball
camp for youth with the
Tampa Bay Rays. I’m
excited about learning
from the pros.”

Robert Wright
“This summer I am looking
forward to a science and
sports camp to build my
education and to make
sure that I don’t lose what
I’ve learned throughout
the year.”

Payton Campbell
Demetrius Davis
“This summer I’m looking
forward to more learning,
meeting new people,
doing science
experiments, field trips and
bettering my speech.”

“I’m looking forward to a
summer of learning,
excitement, science and
experiments. Also,
traveling to other cities
and touring college
campuses.”

John Waller
“This summer I’m looking
forward to playing
baseball. I want to play
high school baseball and
get a scholarship to FSU or
University of Florida.”
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Hats off to the St. Pete Links
From DERBY , page 1

organized for the afternoon
of enjoyment.
“Not to include holding
onto your hats,” Links member and Kentucky Derby
Chair Cynthia Jolliff-Johnson
joked as all hands seemed
glued to the beautifully outrageous bonnets adorning
the heads of their owners.
The wind proving its
strength as the derby attendees attempted to keep them
from blowing away.
Organized
as
a
fundraiser to help local charities and organizations such
as TASCO, the Boys and
Girls Club and Childs Park
YMCA, just to name a few,
guests didn’t seem to mind
the unpredictable weather.
“We want you to eat, live,
love and laugh the entire
time,” Channel 10’s morning
news anchor Ginger Gadsden encouraged the crowd
as she emceed the event that
culminated in a raffle to drive
a BMW for a week and a
strut-your-stuff fashion show
that could have rivaled fashions at Churchill Downs.
This year marked the

139th Kentucky Derby and
although this is only the second year of the Run for the
Roses Gala in St. Petersburg,
the day was a huge success.
Donators couldn’t wait to witness the race and were
“chomping at the bit” to view
Kevin Krigger, the AfricanAmerican jockey who made
history this year as one of
only two black jockeys to
ride in the race since 1921.
Although he didn’t win
the illustrious trophy and the
large sum of money that accompanies first place, Krigger will be remembered for
mounting his horse, Goldencents, at Churchill Downs
and earning a coveted spot at
the Kentucky Derby, an accomplishment in its own
right.
Link member, Faith Van,
recalled the earliest facts associated with the Kentucky
Derby, recounting history
150 years earlier when nearly
all jockeys were black.
“That was only because
they were the farm boys and
stable boys for the wealthy
horse owners,” Van ex-

plained as she detailed the
beginnings of the sport.
“They didn’t have anybody
else,” she continued, “but
when it got to be really exciting and a money maker, they
decided they wanted some
other representatives on
their horses.”
It was the time when the
Jim Crow laws were on the
rise and staunch segregation
was in effect. Black riders,
which used to be the norm,
were finding it difficult and
unsafe to participate in the
Derby during the early
1900s, at times threatened. If
still willing to compete, they
were targeted by white riders. Although the antiquity
of the race reminded some
of bleaker times in AfricanAmerican history, the social
affair remained on the upswing.
“We wanted to do something different and everybody was talking about the
Kentucky Derby,” Van admitted as they pondered
fundraising ideas that would
not only bring needed funds
to the community, but lend a

Local community loses jazz maestro
BY RICK GEE
Columnist

ST. PETERSBURG —
What a dark day it was May
5 when local jazz phenomenon Emile DeCosmo
passed away. Not only did
the community lose a fantastic individual, but the jazz
community also lost a true
genius.
As good as DeCosmo
was in the field of music,
specifically jazz, not many in
the local community, including the jazz community,
knew of his rare and extraordinary talent. His musical knowledge was truly
astounding.
For more than 30 years,
DeCosmo had been active
as a teacher, musician, and
jazz clinician. Primarily a
woodwind instrumentalist
before settling in St. Petersburg, he free-lanced in New
York, performing with
many noteworthy musicians.
He performed on television, including radio commercial sound tracks, jazz
club engagements and concerts. While in the New
York/New Jersey metropolitan area he was an adjunct
professor teaching jazz improvisation and was an applied music instructor at
Jersey City State College
and Farleigh Dickinson University.

For a period of time, he
also was also a concert,
marching and jazz band director at the Ft. Lee High
School, in addition to artist
in residence in the Jersey
City School District.
Several years ago, I had
the opportunity to meet and
become friends with DeCosmo and his lovely and
very talented soul-mate
Laura DeCosmo. We met
at a concert featuring “The
Opposite Sax,” which was
the name of their jazz group.
DeCosmo is the author
and publisher of more than
30 music instruction books
including “The Polytonal
Rhythm Series,” a 19 book
collection that has been endorsed by jazz great Paquito
D’Rivera, Jamey Aebersold,
jazz trombonist Slide Hampton, jazz trumpeter and
Dizzy Gillespie prodigy John
Faddis and many others.
Needless to say, DeCosmo was a true advocate
of jazz and a master of jazz
improvisation. In his own
words, “there are no shortcuts” to learning jazz improvisation. His repetitive
chant to all who studied
under him was to “develop
big ears.”
He did more than his
share to make it easier for
the world of serious jazz musicians and “wanabe” jazz
musicians like myself to
learn the ins and outs of jazz

good time as well.
Two such charities that
aim to benefit from the afternoon’s donations are Grandparents, a group that works
out of the Sanderlin center
providing help to those
who’ve taken in their grandchildren because their parents are unable to raise them
and My Daughter’s Keeper.
Run by St. Petersburg resident Donna Welch, the program has for years
attempted to guide young
women in the right direction.
In existence locally since
1986, The Links has provided funds and a commitment
to
service
organizations in need.

Honoring artists and musicians, military and everyday heroes, as well as
mentoring neighborhood
youth, The Links of St. Petersburg have upheld the traditions of the national
founders of the organization.

And they plan to continue
their efforts locally to improve the lives of those most
in need.
For more information on
The Links organization as
well as future events, check
out stpetelinks.org.

CUSTOMIZED ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS




OFFICE:
727-865-1591
FAX:
727-866-1728
WWW.WRXB.US

STREAMING LIVE GLOBALLY!

Emile DeCosmo
improvisation, including
sight-reading. He has provided us with countless
hours of challenging, eye
and ear-opening practice
books and CDs.
It has been aptly stated
by jazz saxophonist Bob
Hartig in one of his internet
blogs, “If anyone embodies
the improvisational and
technical aspects of jazz education, it is Emile DeCosmo.” Right on!
As a close friend, I and
thousands of others who
knew this kind, gentle and
extremely knowledgeable
man definitely agree with
Hartig.
He is survived by his
wife, three children and five
grandchildren. A vigil service will be held Fri., May 10
with funeral services commencing at 4 p.m. at Anderson-McQueen, 2201 MLK
St. N., St. Petersburg.
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Getting the
Best of You



By Marlo Scott

Who’s doing
your hair?

By Dee Mortellaro

A diet in motion stays in motion
In the beginning of this journey, I
promised to give you a candid account
of my healthy eating goals and
progress, whether good or not-so-good.
The first two months were fantastic and
I managed to reach a goal of losing 10
pounds per month for two months. In
early March, life got in the way. What
started out as an innocent Spring Break
and celebration of my 50th birthday,
ended up as a six-week lapse in good
judgment and abandonment of all of the
discipline that had became engrained in
my daily routine. For the first three
weeks I didn’t loose more weight, but I
didn’t gain any. In the past three weeks,
however, I gained back about half of the
weight I lost.
One of the most important things
I’ve learned, in addition to the fact that
accountability is critical, is that (as Newton’s Law states) an object in motion will
stay in motion and an object at rest will
stay at rest. His laws also include this interesting continuation of the theory –
“unless acted upon by an external
force.” How interesting is that parallel
to the analogy of someone working to
eat healthily and exercise?
In earlier articles, I’ve shared that
starting is the hardest part. This is not
only when you start for the first time,
but also starting again for all of the
times you take breaks or interrupt your
regimen. This is very important to remember when you have “cheat days,”
or in my case this past March, cheat

weeks, or cheat months. The longer the
break, the harder it is to get back on
track. It has been my experience over
the past few years that this interruption
of momentum is ALWAYS my downfall.
Once the diet stops for a long enough
period of time, it is much too difficult to
start again.
Just do it! Instead of telling yourself
you are a failure and that you’ll never do
it, change your thinking. What you can
do is plan to have setbacks. We are
human beings and making a change is
not easy. If it was, everyone would be
healthy and physically fit. When you
start, know that you are not perfect and
know that you will make mistakes. But
establish a plan for getting right back on
track the moment you fall off. There
was a great book I read after college
called “The Road Less Traveled” by Dr.
M. Scott Peck. I loved the book, but
only remember the first line of the first
paragraph “Life is difficult.” This is one
of the most memorable things I’ve ever
read, and I read it 25 years ago. Dr. Peck
continues his explanation to say “This is
a great truth, one of the greatest truths.
It is a great truth because once we truly
see this truth, we transcend it. Once we
truly know that life is difficult – once we
truly understand and accept it – then life
is no longer difficult. Because once it is
accepted, the fact that life is difficult no
longer matters.”
Please check into my blog at
www.gettingthebestofyou.com. Be well!

Stop it, I say!
Wild and ridiculous salon situations
The phone kept ringing off the hook
with people asking for free haircuts. One
lady insisted she drove by and saw a sign
that said free haircuts. Another lady said
her sister saw the sign that said free haircuts.
Ever yone in the shop looked out the
window to see if someone stuck a sign
out there without us knowing about it.

There was no sign saying “free haircuts,”
but there was a sign that read “free
WIFI.”
STOP IT I SAY! Can y’all read? I’m
so glad we figured out what was going on
so the next time someone calls up insisting that we’re giving away our ser vices
for free, I’ll have three words to say to
them: “Learn to read!”

NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS
727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

H EALTH & WELLNESS
• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
HELP - US - HELP - U • Access
Food Stamp Application/SNAP
Medicaid Application - Recertification

727.403.3366
www.helpushelpuinc.org

Bruce Walker II, right, cuts Nathaniel Barnes hair. Barnes has been
coming to Skyway Barber Shop since 1972. He has fond memories of
Walker’s grandfather, Coleman Buggs, cutting his hair.
Bruce Walker, II started cutting hair
outside of his house at a young age. The
clippers were plugged into an extension
cord and the extension cord into an outlet
at his mother’s house.
It is no wonder that he had such a penchant for cutting hair, for his grandfather
owned Skyway Barber Shop; however it
was more of a way to make a few extra
bucks. When it came time to get a job he
started working at a Ponderosa restaurant.
After washing dishes for a while he
was promoted to cook, and did so well he
was asked to train a new employee. To his
chagrin, the person he’d trained was now
doing his job.
Not about to go backwards, Walker resigned and reached out to several people
who had previously contacted him to cut
their hair. Backed by his mother’s support,
he set up shop again at her house.
“I enjoyed doing hair more and more.
I remember I use to cut hair back then for
three dollars,” reminisced Walker.
Word on the street was that he was a
pretty good barber. With his reputation
preceding him, his grandfather, the late
Coleman Buggs, invited him down to his
barbershop to shadow him and get more
experience.
“My grandfather saw it in me way before I even realized what it was I was called
to do,” Walker expressed.
Using clippers that were more advanced than he was used to working with,
his grandfather showed him the ropes and
soon his confidence began to build. He enrolled in Pinellas Technical Education
Center, but had problems focusing.
“I dropped out, reenrolled and
dropped again. Thank God I had favor
with the instructor Mrs. Conners who was
heaven sent. She talked to me one day and
told me that the school had a new rule
about dropping and reentering the program,” explained Walker.
He had no choice but to straighten up
and fly right. He buckled down and graduated after five long years in 2000. With
his mother by his side as manager of the
shop and his biggest supporter, he is now
a master barber.
Located at 1204 28th St. S., Walker
feels that his barbershop is a safe haven
for all who walks through his doors. He
supplies books and Playstation games for
his younger customers. He’s firm about
making the kids read before playing the
games.
“I started doing that because I have
some kids stopped by every day wanting
to play the games. I really don’t mind because it keeps them out of trouble,” said
Walker.

And it’s not just kids that stop by. He
has a lot of ministers, deacons and believer
who stroll in. He even held bible study
there a few times on Tuesdays, something
he is hoping to start back in the near future.
Turning away no one, he let those who
are down on their luck come in and do
some light cleaning in order to earn
money for food. These same persons have
been helping him around the shop for
years.
Walker has also been known to give
away articles of clothing to those who
want to attend church but don’t have anything to wear. He will even give you a ride
to church if necessary. But if going to
church isn’t for you, he’ll pray with you
right at the shop. You’ll always find a bible
at Skyway Barber Shop.
“Planting a seed can really impact a
person’s life,” Walker preached. “If we pull
closer to Him then we’re on the right
tract.”
On Sundays you can find Walker at
Bethel Metropolitan Missionary Baptist
Church where the pastor Dr. Rickey
Houston presides over the congregation.
He sings in three choirs and is the assistant superintendent of Sunday school,
working alongside Cynthia Lane who is a
part of the Highways and Byways Ministry.
“We hit the highways and the byways.
We go out and seek out people to start up
conversations about Christ. I truly love
working with the children in the Sunday
school department,” he said.
Walker wants to encourage young people to stay on task and to stay away from
drugs and alcohol. “They take your money
and waste a lot of your time. Don’t be a follower, be a leader,” he admonished.
He mainly works alone, but is willing
to hire a licensed barber who is loyal and
dedicated. His barbershop has a wholesome, family environment and he plans to
keep it that way.
Walker loves creating designs, Philly
fades and Lil Boosies, which is a new style.
He edges and arches woman’s eye brows
too. He has such a rapport with his clients
that he has them getting in line for appointments.
“Quality over quantity. Don’t rush the
haircut to make a fast dollar, because the
person might not come back and if they do
it will be to do fix,” he said as he fondly
reminisced about working alongside his
grandfather and the lessons he taught
him.
Skyway Barber Shop is open Tuesday
through Saturday from 9-6 p.m. For an appointment, please call (727) 768-2875.
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
Annual jazz cruise

Photo credit – Steve Gaymon

BY RICK GEE
Columnist

‘It Ain’t Nothin’ But the Blues’
SARASOTA — Last Fri., May 3, the
Westcoast Black Theatre Troupe
(WBTT) ended the third week with its
fourth show of the 2012-13 season “It
Ain’t Nothin’ But The Blues.” As usual,
this writer was there to check it out. It
seems that every show they present is a
knockout, and this production is no exception.
This is a musical that could be used
as a history lesson for a blues and jazz
class. It’s a production that takes the audience on a musical journey through
time and traces the evolution of the blues
starting with African chants and dances,
continuing through the southern spirituals and then bursting into the exhilarating blues songs of post-war Chicago
nightclubs.
Adding to this extremely interesting
flow of history, it also acknowledges the
many artists who contributed to this field
of music. Legendary artists such as
Ethel Waters, Jelly Roll Morton and BB
King were highlighted. My interest exploded when they called out the name of
Robert Johnson.
Blues musician Robert Johnson,
born in Hazlehurst, Miss., was a singer
and guitarist. Johnson is considered to
be one of the greatest blues singers of all
time, but much of his recognition came
after his death.
A couple of his hit tunes are “I Believe I’ll Dust My Broom” and “Sweet
Home Chicago,” which has become a
blues standard. A large part of his
mythology stems from a story that says
he gained his musical talents by bargain-

ing with the devil. He died in August
1938, at the young age of 27. Unfortunately, he was a suspected victim of a deliberate poisoning.
As mentioned earlier, this musical
celebrates the history of the blues and
tells a story that both educates and entertains. Cast members presenting the
story vocally and by dance are WBTT favorites Ariel Blue, Donald Frison, and
founding members Tsadok Porter and
Earley Dean.
Also present were a few new members to the troupe such as guitarist Gregory “Gig” Burke, who teaches guitar
privately for all ages. Guitarist Apostle
J.L. Cash, who has three doctorate degrees under his belt; Whitney Mignon
Reed, a graduate of Florida A&M University and Horace Smith who brings his talents all the way from Memphis.
A few of the key blues tunes sung in
the presentation are “My Man Rocks
Me,” “St. Louis Blues,” “Cross Road
Blues,” “My Home’s Across the Blue
Ridge Mountains” and many, many
more. It was a great night for singing
and listening to the blues.
If you can attend the show before it
ends, by all means do so. You’ll be glad
you did. It runs until this Sun., May 12,
and you can obtain information by calling
the box office at: (941) 366-1505.
Remember to “Keep Jazz Alive” by
“Supporting Live Jazz!”
Jazz fans – do you have any feedback?
I would like to hear from YOU! Visit my
website at: www.rickgeesjazzjamm.com
or email me at jazzjamm@aol.com.

Last Sun. May 5, the
Jazz Club of Sarasota promoted its annual Jazz on the
Water Cruise aboard the
good ship LeBarge, and it
was all they said it would be.
What pure fun and great
music … jazz, of course!
Mr. Weatherman was
good to the event showering the boat and guests with
lots of sunshine. Guests on
board didn’t let the light to
heavy winds spoil their
good time. In fact, because
of the wind, the LeBarge
was kept within the Sarasota Bay, in an effort to
keep the boat on an even
keel.
If you haven’t been on a
Jazz Club cruise, you really
must try it. For the 11th
year that I’ve been with the
club, the cruise has been a
sell-out, and about 20 or so
jazz fans had to hear the bad
news: “Sorry, there are no
tickets available, the cruise
has sold out!”
As a matter of fact, it was
suggested to me that because of the popularity of
the cruise, the club should
host two cruises annually,
one in the fall and the other
on the first Sunday in May.
One of the highlights of
the cruise was during the
second set when Henry
Ashwood, leader of the jazz
trio that performed on the
cruise, allowed three jazz
vocalists (guests) and two
jazz musicians (guests) to
perform for the very attentive audience.
Dianne Rostad was the
first vocalist to present her
talents to the live audience.
She sung a beautiful rendition of “Summertime,” a
popular and much recorded
jazz standard once described as the finest song
George Gershwin ever
wrote.
Jazz vocalist Linda
Baker was the second guest
vocalist providing the audience with her high-spirited
interpretation of the 1945
novelty tune, “The Frim
Fram Sauce” made famous

by Nat King Cole.
Then it was time for
yours truly to test my instrumental skill on flute
with a repeat of the tune
“Summertime.” After my
performance, which I must
say did garner a round of
applause, one of our
younger local jazz musicians, 17-year-old college
student Khalani Thompson
playing tenor saxophone
kicked off a fired-up rendition of the popular Charlie
Parker tune, “Confirmation.” He and leader Ashwood on alto saxophone
traded fours at the end and
had the audience clamoring
for more…more!

Bringing the jazz cruise
to a perfect and inspiring
ending,
internationally
known jazz vocalist June
Garber brought the house
down with her spit-fire rendition of the jazz and pop
tune written in 1925, “Sweet
Georgia Brown.” For you
jazz history buffs, this was
the first song to have a saxophone solo. By the end of
her performance, we were
all ready to debark and
head for home after a wonderful afternoon of nice people, beautiful scenery, great
drinks and most of all, “solid
jazz!” Hoping to see you
next year on the first Sunday in May 2014.
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 




Come Worship With the First Baptist Family



     






  

  

 




  

   









 





Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry
3530 1st Avenue North, Ste. 217
St. Petersburg, Florida 33713

(727) 564-1389
Pastor Shurrea Daniels

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/

BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.






 





 
 

 

 















 




Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.










   
    
   
   
  
   
    

Victory Christian Center Church

  

    



  
  
     
   
 



  


 

  
 
 


















  
 

 



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.





Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.


  

Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays





 
 

 
 







 

 
1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 

Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree

 

 
 
  





 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
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THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida





 



Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community at large, its wish that there
would be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon their lives.
St. Mark is grounded in a Christcentered doctrine that has as its
central theme, a belief that we
are a haven of hope, help, and
healing for a world hungering for
and thirsting after the enlightened word of God. At St. Mark,
we are Christians willing to work
and partner in unity, praising
God for His awesome gift, His
son Jesus Christ.
Events for May 2013
May 11 - Pastor’s Aid 11
a.m. Deaconess Meeting at
noon. Ministers Wives at
noon
May 11 - Mother’s Day
Brunch-Courtesy of the Men
of St. Mark 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.
May 13 - Brotherhood
Meeting 7 p.m.
May 14 & 16 - Children

Youth Ministry Choir Rehearsal
May 17 - Church OutingSt. John Primitive, Clearwater.
May 18 - Health and Aging
Seninar-9 a.m. - 2 p.m. Topics
include: managing diseases,
skin care and preparing for
end of life issues. Additionally,
there will be an AARP presentation, pre-funeral planning,
nutrition and medication education, bone disorders and
eye care.
The seminar will also feature Dancercise with Tosha
and blood pressure/weight
ccreening and diabetes education. The public is invited and
encouraged to attend.
May 19 - Right Hand of
Fellowship after morning worship. Annual Spring Concert
at 4 p.m. Special Guest GMA
Family & Angelic and Youth
Choirs of Bethel MBC.
May 27 - Memorial DayChurch Office Closed
Weekly Scheduled Activities
for St. Mark
Sunday School held for both

Friendship MBC
children and adults of all ages.
Sunday School starts each Sunday morning at 9:30. All are invited to come out and join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members
and the general public are invited to come out study the Bible
with us, and learn “What Baptist
Believe.”
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed to
join us.
N I. K. E. After School Tutoring (4:30-6 p.m.) on Tuesdays &
Thursdays (closed during holiday seasons and school breaks)
Young Adult Ministry every
Monday from 6:30 p.m. (Bible
Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday
at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Wednesday
at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday evening
at 7 p.m.

First Mt. Zion MBC
The Unity Day Committee
of First Mt. Zion will be sponsoring their annual “May Day”
festivities on the church
grounds, Sat., May 11, from 9
a.m. - 2 p.m.
This promises to be a day
of fun filled activities, items for
sale as well as good food and

fellowship. Each ministry will
be participating in this event,
so come and spend the day
with us.
Reverend Wallace Elliott,
Sr. is pastor.
The First Mount Zion Missionary
Baptist
Church
Fundraising Committee is

sponsoring an activity on Sat.,
May, 18. The time is 11:30 a.m.
- 2:30 p.m., and will include a
yard sale, delicious bar-b-que,
smoked fish and other items.
We invite all our friends to
come out to see us. The
church is located at 1121 22nd
St. S.

“The Ship – One Lord, One
Faith, One Baptism, One
Church.”
2013 “Total Surrender,
Total Sacrifice, and Total Stewardship” – II Corinthians 9:6-8.
Friendship is a committed
church family open to all who
wish to embrace it. Worship,
Fellowship and Learn with us!
Mark your calendar:
A Dedication Ceremony
to Honor Young Ladies of
Christian Character III.
Please join us Saturday, May
11th at 6:00 p.m. - Reception
to follow ceremony - Dr. John
A. Evans, Sr., Pastor.
Honoring our Beloved
Grandmothers,
Mothers,
Wives, etc. – Sunday, May
12th: Please bring a mother
to church. Join us for our
Mother’s Day celebration,
7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. The
Layman Ministry will be
serving Mother’s Day breakfast from 9:15 a.m. to 10:15
a.m.
Worship in Pink (WIP),
Sunday, May 12th - Let’s
make it pink and help support Susan G. Komen for the
cure – women wear your
pink and men accent your
suits with pink. Worship in

Pink is a great opportunity
for The SHIP’s Nurses Guild
Ministry to spread the life
saving message of early detection and honor our community survivors. There will
be breast health information
material available for the congregation.
Living In Victory Everyday - May 15th: Wednesday
Night L.I.V.E. service at 7:00
p.m. The SHIP will host The
German Gospel Choir. The
German Gospel Choir is on
their U.S. tour and we are
gracious to serve as their
host. Your prayers and presence will be greatly appreciated. Friendship’s Choirs
and other Guest Choirs will
be in attendance. Holy Communion will be served. Dinner will be served after
service. – Dr. John A. Evans,
Sr., Pastor.
Health and Wellness
Ministry: FMBC will be participating in this year’s American Cancer Society Annual
Relay for Life on May 17th
and 18th. Please contact Sister Jocelyn Lawrence or Sister Nakia Green. Church
Office: 727.906.8300.
May 19th: Single and

Saved is a great combination!
The Singles Ministry Consecration and Recognition service will be a part of our
worship experiences, 7:45
a.m. and 10:45 a.m. We cordially invite you to come and
fellowship with us!
Have you found the key?
If you’re looking for the key to
happiness or heaven, you’ll
find it through Jesus Christ.
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., and
Friendship welcomes you to
our open doors. Friendships’
Morning Service starts at 7:45
and 10:45. Sunday School begins at 9:30 a.m.
The Youth Enrichment –
Awana curriculum convenes
Thursday nights, at 7. First
Lady Teresa Evans, director of
Youth Ministry.
Prayer still works for the
glory of God. Come join us
each Wednesday for Noonday
Bible Study or each Wednesday night at 7 p.m. as we study
in the Book of MARK, Dr.
John A. Evans, Sr., facilitator.
Friendship is located at
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, Florida 33712. Our telephone number: 727-906-8300.
www.fmbctheship.org
God Bless You – The Ship!
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